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irresistible, that it can claim to be the one pure
and perfect Church, entitled to judge and correct
and govern all other Churches. And if the claim
is made, there is no help for it, we must not shrink
from the task of giving the answer." l For
" Rome " substitute " Church of England " and
again you have the answer of the English Non-
conformist. Once more, Church tells us what it
was that rallied Newman's friends to the English
Church, after the shock of his secession: " It
was," he says, " the resolute and serious appeal
from brilliant logic, and stern sarcasm, and pathetic
and impressive eloquence, to reality and experience,
as well as to history, as to the position and sub-
stantial characteristics of the traditional and
actually existing English Church, shown not on
paper, but in work, and in spite of contradictory
experiences and inconsistent elements."2 And
once more, I ask, is not reasoning of this kind as
valid on the lips of a Presbyterian or Methodist as
of an Anglican ? We, the children of Knox and
of Wesley, can we not point to " reality and
experience " as well as Dean Church ? Have our
Churches no cc positive and substantial charac-
teristics shown not on paper but in work " ? And

1  Oxford Movement, p. 260.

2  Ibid., p. 401.    My quotation is correct, but the sentence
obviously needs a little reshaping.